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H Whereby appeareth the treafon- 
able deuice betwixt Ivhe late Earle of 
Gowry and Kubert Loganeot Re/fralrig 
(commonly called Lefterig) plored by 
he, them forthe cruell murtherng 
We of ourmoft gracious 
eal | Souereigne. mI 
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AG alfoa Preface, written by G. Abbot a it 
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fes, wherewithall our hea- 
alle Father is pleafed to 
exercife his beft children, 
while they remaine in this 
Tabernacle of their flefh, 

there is no one more frequent, than fuche- 
uill and flanderous reports , as the virulent 
itongues of malicious perfons, out of a ha- 
tred to their vertues , are defirous to lay vp- 
onthem. For there was neuer Age nor 
Countrey, wherein either man or woman 
was adorned with rare and eminent qualt- 

ties , forthe feruice of God, and aduance- 
ment of true religion, butimmediatly fuch 
as were ill-aflected began to infploy their] 
wits, and beat their braines, how by calum- 
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niation niation and forged imputatio nse might 
obfcure the luftre of thofe fingular paits, 

which their quicke but enuious eye had dif- 
‘coueredin them. That w orthy Moy/es the 
+ Num. 12 meekelt*man vpon earth Is reproched 25 
"sem r.!ambitious, and charged by (ore, to ” take too} 
much vpon bim. That Wiel Daniel was 
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‘Dan.6 Icaccufed to the Kg as acontemner ot his 
‘Greatnefle, and violater of his Lawes. It! 
was obiected to zealous and inft Nehem: ab by 

© Neh.6.6.'4 Sanbollat , that himfelte and the people of 


i ida uted a rebellion. Paul and Silas, 

two great in{truments of Gods glory, were 
complained vponas feditious perfons , aud| 

© AEE, 16, | ‘dilturbers of the peace and quietnefle of] 
| the city . Theold Chrittians, men a 
h| 

| 


of vertuous hehauiour, yet becaufe 1n time 
jot perfecution th Ley aflemb! ed themfelues 
together i in the night, for the worthip of 
Ans God, and proieilion of their taith,were 
wea by the Gentiles to haue the Featts 

' Thyeffes, (thatis, to eat the fleth of chil- 


Pee te ETE, Lea NEN IES comer epee X 


Se RNS Rey ie 
< ses 
ans S| my a tear 
Shas o Zz 


heed 


Neves and to dd as Oedipus did, thatis, pro- 
nufcuoufly to commit fornication with 


Ithen mothers , filters and PmlSgr hie Yea, 
a their owne & feruants were brought by the 
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terrours ot the Infidels to accufe them. of] 
fuch crimes. Tertullian complaineth of this,| 
declaring that 1t was obiected to. the Chri- 
ttians ; » that they killed a babe new borne , and in 
the blood thereof did dip their Euchari/t, nd fo eat} 
it; as allo, that fuffering their dogs of purpofe to o- 
uerturne their lights, they 1n the darke committed 
incest With their panthers and daughters. Hence it 
crew, asakinde of Prouerbe, That it was 
the part of Chriitians to doe good) and vet 
to beill fpoken of. So * Exagrins reporteth,| | Zsriv 
touching that holy and b lefied Emperour] 3.40. 
(onStantime the Great , that the : ‘thnicks laded 

him with many falfe criminations , becaufe 
he tooke away their Heathenith faperititi- 
ons, and in place thereof aduanced the fer- 
uice of Chriit fefus. 

In all which accufations,and other of like 
nature,(if we looke aduifedly into them) we 
{hall perceiue, that both Sathan hath his 
worke, and euill nien hauea part, yea that 
God him/felic hatha finger. Sathan hath his 
worke, Somat (as Cyprian writing of (orne: 
lius, faith) It is *cuermore the worke of the Diuell, 
that he Mid) With les teare the feruants of Ged , and| 
by falfe opinions {pread concer oncerning them may de Jf ume 
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their glorious name ; that fuch as are bright in the 

light of their owne confcience may be fordidated, or 
dimmed, by the reports of other. Euill men haue 
their part, either becaufe with Zoilus, when 

nan \they) cando no hurt to the good and vertuous,| 
1.10. Jat lea/t they will [peake ill of th em; OF els, becaufe| 
|= Hieron, ‘(as Hierome writeth) ™ Itz the Jolace of Cui shins | 
‘Saakens |to Ce rpe at the good, thinkt ng thar by the ereat nuithe| 
ber of offenders ‘the: ouilt of their faults ts dimi nifhed | 
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and abated. Nay, Se alle hat th a finger 1 in it, to| 
| ltrie & {harpen men, and byt that meanes to| 
| fit them to himfelfe. For flanders haue that 
force in them, as Gregory well noteth, {peak- 
moe" jing thus: ° Going thorow almoft allexamples , we} 
4o.Hom. | finde , that there bath not beene one good man whom 
|the naugh tine effe of euill men bath not tried: for , that 
fimnay fo fo [beake, the fword of our foule ts not brought 
to the exabbne feof ‘fharpneffe , if the file of other 
imens naughtine fle hath not rubbed and fretted it, 
Againe, in as much as we {hould grow into 
Ideepe and dangerous fecuritie, if it werenot} 
‘for {uch remembrances, our heauenly Fa- 
Pheniy eonceated that by fuch calumniations 
we {hould be rowzed from the fleepinefle 
°PlinNe-|and drowzinefle of the world. ° Pliny wri- 


tur, Aift. ‘ 
08.6, |teth, thatthe Lion is fubiect to no ficknefle, 
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To Tur READER. 
but only a fa/fidium, or fulnefie of ftomacke: 

'wherewithall when hee 1s opprefled , the; 
|way to cure him 1s to offer him fome con- 
tumely ; which 1s by tying an Ape neere 
\him : for the Lion 1sfo moued and vexed for 
the time, withthe tricks which the Ape plai- 
eth, that he riddeth and putteth ouer that, 
which fo much before oftended him. Euen 
ifo God vfeth the contumelies of bafe per- 
\fons, & the reproches of the vileft, to rowze 
|vp men of excellent fpirits , that they furfet 
jnot in voluptuoufnefle, and fo confequent- 
ly be lulled afleepe in idle fecuritie , to their 
owne harme and peraduenture ruine. 

But beit for one or all thefe reafons, cer- 
taine itis, that in our age as well as in times 
by-pait , the deereft children of God haue 
tated of this triall , and haue been forced to 
endure very horrible imputations & {taining 
afperfions , which the venomous tongues 
of yngodly men haue ftriued to caft vpon 
them. It were no hard matter to name very 
ftrange calumniations which haue been in- 
uented by the vaflals of Antichrift,and pub- 
lifhed by the adorers of the beaft in divers 
books (which are no better than defamatory 
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libe Is) againit Gods feruants of the sighed 
ranke vpon earth, becaufe they ouer-tur rs 
j 
| 


the {trong | holds of idolatry, and gaue tree 
pailage to the Gofpell of ChriftIefas. But! 
torbeare to giue fuch particular initances,| 
land rather leaue to the confideration of the; 
I wile » Whether it may euer be hoped , that| 
Much ipeenigiclss creatures (who haue folde| 
‘themfelu i to Sathan the accufer of the bre-! 
thren) wil | makefpare to lath and fcou: ce 
fuch fingle perfons as {tand im their way, Be| 
hinder ane defignes ; when sa make no| 
confcienceto brand our holy faith, and the 
generalitie otf our profeflion , w on reports 
moft odious, and {uch as mutt needs be ac- 
knowledged tor abominable, if they fhould 
be true: butin footh arein the fi: zat of God, | 
jot Angelsand men, before Pea a & earth, 
but plaine fictions and forgeries, conteining 
in them no parcell of SS adiae Of which fort 
are thofe detamations,whicha countryman 
of ours, withoutall {hame, auoucheth ina 
pCeraine |P Pamphlet not long fince put out, and pub- 


Articles or 


forcible rea- ares to the world, That the Protestants are 


fons printed 


at Anoveree | bound in confcience, neuer to aske God forgineneffe of 
fi finnes : That the Proteftants are bound in con- 
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To Tue READER. 
{cience to anotd all good Works : That the Proteftants 
jmake God the author of fume ; the only caufe of finne: 
[that man fameth not ; that God is Worle than the Di- 
nell, Andthat of § Roffeus writing againtt the 
French King now reigning : Hominum animas 
cum corporibus interire , € homunes a brutts pecort= 
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bus nibil differre , Euangelicorum infinita millia cre- 
|dunt. Infinite thoufands of Proteftants doe beleene 
| hat the foules of men die together With their bodies, 
and that men do nothing differ from brute beafts. 
Such truthleffe,fhamelefle,and gracelefle 
affertions they haue notfticked to proclame 
openly in the face'of the Sunne. The know- 
ledge whereof fhould canfe all men indifte- 
rently affe@ted, notto be credulous or light 
of beleefe , when they finde gall and bitter- 
nefle caft out of the mouth or penne of an 
enemy of the Gofpeli againit any ‘contend- 
ing for thetruth, thought be but a priuate 
man; but efpecially to fufpend their indge-| 
ments, when perfons of higheft quality, for 
maintaining Gods caufe, are tradticed by an 
enénty,or defamed by fome vile one, whofe) 
tongue and pen indeed is no flander, aswe 
commonly fpeake.: For thefe great ones are 


the fpécial rnatkewhereat malice doth aime;| 
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land’ as poifon ordinarily hafteneth to the 
heart, fo doth enuie let drive at the head, at 
thofe who be moft eminent in the State and, 


: ah silet Vs 
Common-wealth.. When (ato the elder hi-! 
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ued, there was notin all Rome fo woorthy al 


| 
pln. ta. | Man ashe: for (as "Pliny noteth) he was the! 
*" eset befi Orator ,. the beft Leader or Generall in the freld, | 

the beft. Senatour ar Coun/eller. that. was in that, 

Cite: yet was he fo intreated as never man! 

va » being publikely called to. his an{wer| 
itoure.and tortie feuerall times, whereby one! 
while his fame washazarded, another while’ 
his lite: and yet alwayeshe.was honorably, 
pilings Tras the yoonger Ply hath it,‘ gloriou/ly ab-}. 
anid.  ifolued and acquited. Doubtleile there was 
again{t hima great dealeiof {pleene , a very} 
great deale. ofmalice. From the touch wher- 
of, een Kings and Princes are fo farre from 
being free, that they..are more fubie@ to it 
than any other perfons.: which made * “r- 


7.10 Any 2 ; ; 
: ti/thenes tofay, That it was a Kingly thing , when 
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thau haft done Wel,to be ill {poken of for thy labor. 
Andit we be: defirous to: fee a famous .ex- 
ample of this, therets.no one more notable 


than that.of holy Daud , who being firft a 
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moi{t| . 


Prophet,and afterwards a Kim 
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Toop 
mott yn{potted touching the crimes layd a- 
gain{t him) yea being aman after Gods seo 
heart, yet was accufed and charged with! 
many hainous Iniquities ; which caufed him 
to complaine both before and after his com- 
ming to the Crewne:: as voto Saul:* WV here: 
fore gincft thou an eare nto mens Words , that fay: 
Bebolde, Dauid fecketh enill a ain/t thee? And to 
God himfelte : O" Lard my God , if Thaue done 
this thing, meaning , which they layd ynto 
him; if there be any wickednefJe m my hands, in- 
itending, fuch as they would faften vpon 
Hien » then let the enemie perfecute my foule and take 
jt. And in another place , {peaking to the 
flandering Aduerfarie, Thy * tongue imagineth 
jinifcliefe , and ws likea fharpe razor that cuttcth dee 
cettfully. And yet further: The* prond hane 1ma- Bias 
gined a le againft me. So inthe next Pfalme:! °” 
¥ Deliuer my foule O Lord from lying lips , and from 
adeceitfull rongue. Thele things, and thatthe 
drunkards did make fongs vponhim, did 
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many times exceedingly grieue him, that he 
who laboured to feeme innocent, fhould be 
reproched as nocent; that he who was but 
thePatient; (hould be held for the Agent; 


thatthe man wronged , {hould be reported 
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_ Capiress ESL ooh chs sali, Pe ete 
co do wrong vato other ; thathe whofe life 
was fought, fhould be termed by Shinei, * a 
man of blood , ard a murtherer. This troubled 
& grieued him adoue meafure. For itis the| 


2 3,.Sam, 


|PLARFERY of Inhocency and lntegritie, that if 


p 


i 


? 


| 
| 
| 
| jit may finde no other reward , yetit would 


oladly fhine ia the fimplicitie and finceritic; 
of it felfe. But when there was no ane 
Ihelpe to be freed from tho(e flanders, Danid 
jhad one aflured remedie ; that was, to retire 
himfelfe to the Lord, & commend his caufe| 
to his Maker: As he excellently doth in the! 
three and fortieth Pfalme, where being op- 
prefied by the malice of his aduerfaries, and 
» Pyal.43. |Complaining of it in the firft verfe: > Tudoe me 
"10 God, and defend my caufe againft the ynmercifull 
| people: delsuer me fromthe deceitfullxx wicked man, 
| ‘he helpeth himfelfe in the laft verfe , rebu- 
king the impatiency which he found in his 
owne foule, and directing his affections vn-| 
‘5+ to another courle,‘Vhy art thou caft downe my 
| Vou Sand Why art thou difquieted within me 2 wait 
jon God : for Iwill yet gine him thanks : he ismy prez 
| 


sent belpe and my God. 
Many men haue been defirous to haue 
their fame cleered from the reproches of 
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ac enemies, and haue fought meanest tO} 
haue their hearts eafed from the or 


ces and dittempers whereinto falfe accufati- 
lons haue put them. Zenois much commen- 
ded,that with fuch calmneffe he could turne 
lafide thofe bittertaunts which fome beftow.- 
ed on him: for being asked, how he did bear| 

himfelfe again{t euil {peeches : 4 Ido, faith he, Less 
asif an EmbafJadour ‘fhould be fent vatome , and I mint | 
fhould returne bom Without an anfwer. This fora 
Pilots pher, who wasbutan heathen man, 
sas an excellent refolution. But in thefe 
words of Dauid , there is away more noble 
— Zeno could conceiue; that is, to looke 


ypto our great God, and commitall to him, 
expecting his good leafure. It isnot enough 
when a man being priuy to his owne inno- 
cencie doth not ibialy within himfelte,or fret 


ce the wicked (which are things ¢ for- 
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bidden vato.vs) but he muft goe a {tep far- 

ther, and propofe to his owne heart fome 
more notable example. And in this cafe 
who 1s rather to be imitated by a Chrtitian, 
than our Sauior Chrift? Concerning whom tebe 
S. Chryfoftome faid well : That when he cast out | incompreh 


| Dei natu- 


diuels, and did innumerable soci things, and yet Was ra 


| 
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| ill fpoken of ; again? thofe men Who fatd, that he had | 
the Dinell, he did not fend any thunderbolt he did not 
ouerthrow thofe bla/phemous mouthes, he confumed 

not With fire thofe unchafte, vngratefull, vnworthie| 

tongues of thers ; but only with thefe words put az 

fide thofe euill fpeeches . Ihaue not the Diuell but I 
|honour him who fent me. This is mott truly re- 
lated of our Sauiour : but there wasin him 
fomewhat els , which is, better obferued by 
fimerr. 1S. Peter : & VV ben.he was reniled, he reuiled not i 
‘gaine ; When he fuffered, he. threatened not, but come 
mitted it to him that sudgeth righteoufly. And this, 
| committing it to him chat iudgeth righte- 
| oufly, was thecourfe which Dauid vfed:to0 
| wait patiently on the Lord, to catt vp his eies 
| to heauen,and commending to God the in- 
| tegrity of his wates, to leaueall to his difpo- 


Se tae 


fing. And thisis.the very Leffon which | 
teacheth both himfelfe and other, For in 
the feuen and twentieth Pfalme, hauing x 
ken of his » aduerfaries, of falfe witnefles 
which rofeypagainit him, and fuchas peal 
cruelly, he concludeth with this document, 
Flope in the Lord ; bee firang, and hee fhall oni 
thine heart , and truf? inthe Lord. V@hich isthe 
moft found inftruéion , that any creature 


h Pfal.27, 
12.34. 


can 
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ican haue : to looke vp to his Creator (to 
whom all hearts are open, and no priute 
thing can befecret) andro commend to his 
var ipee , to his fatherly care and wife- 
dome, the vnfpottednefie ot his wales, and 
the fimplicity of his conuerfation. And af- 
furedly that God. who isthe God of truth, 
will bee the patron and: protectour of inno- 
cenciein his feruants. It 1s-a. {trong confo- 
Jation which Dauid giveth in this-cafe ; 
' Commit thy way Unto the Lord, and truft Silas 
and he {hallbring it to paffe. And hee fhall bring 
foorth thy righteoufneffe as the light , and thy iudge- 
ment as ine day. But it: olllaiderbas Wait 
patiently upon the Lord , and hopein him : Asit 
that muft bee-the meanes: to attainethy de- 
fire ; not to run beforethy Maker , and ap- 
oint him the time when thy integrity fhall 
bee cleered , andthe dimming clouds of ob- 
loquie.fhall. Le blowen. from thy e{timation ; 
Pe to leaue that to-his managing, to his di- 
{pofe aud direGion. For as-S: by fo oftome| 
telleth ys:3* If it bein the power of God to gine un- 
tous ,. it is alfoin his power to gine when hinfelfe 
pleafeth.. It isfaid of him, that hee doth. alli, 
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things 3 in ‘ meafure, number and Wwaight. But if 
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/betorethe number bee tull , orthe meafure 
ie vp, thou wilt limit him the me when} 
thy inhocencie mult appeare : thou takeit 
‘on theeto be wiferthanthe Lord, andina 
Mort mounting vp tuto his throne in heauen, 
ithou doeitiuitle him out of his feat of ma- 
jietty and eternity. It thou wilt fet downe 
ithe decree for time or place,or the maner of 
purging thy felte, or how the wickednes of 
thine enemies mutt be difplaied , thou ma- 
ikett thy felfethe ludge,and the Lord of hea- 
uen and earth flallbe but thy executioner. 
Leaue the maine then to him (which doth 
not fore-clofe thee, but that thou mayityfe 
all honeft meanes to lay open thy vialpot- 
tednefle) and thou thalt haue reafon with 
Dawid to thanke his, and fay : ™ He is my 
prefent helpe and my God. 

And intruth itis ftrange to fee the Lords 
worke in this behalte, how, when the fame 
of his feruants hath beene vaiuftly denigras 
ted by falfe accufations, hee taking the mat- 
ter into his hands hathin his cood time dif- 

elled all mifts of flander. Heereof Dauid 
him elf had fingular experience, For when 
Saul was informed that Daud fought hislife, 
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land by the often ingenunations of maliti- | 
ous menthis was taken for atruth, and Danid ' 
was accordingly perfecuted, andin danger : 
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to be murdered, God put Saul * two rah baer 
rall times into the hands of Dawid; that eafi-| +7. 

ily hee might haue flaine him : which being 
‘entertained as an inuincible argument of 
peas fidelity , Sau himfelie by the irrefra- 
gable eutdence of truth was forced to erie 
out, ° Thou art more righteous than I: for thou 
haft rendered me good, and Ihaue rendered thee euall. 


Anda fecond time : ? Lhane fmned : come againe\* 1:52" | 


ee 


oy. Sam, | 
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26.21, 


my fonne Dauid , for Iwill doe thee no more harme, 
becaufe my foule was precious in thine eies this day : 
behold I haue done foolifhly , and haue erred excees 
dingly. Eufebius hath fuch another example, 
of 4 Narciffus the Bilhop of Ierufalem, who|* Fal, 
was a vertuous and worthy man, and yet)iis6.., 
by three perfons was accufed of a hainous 
crime. The ftory doth not cleerely dehuer 
what it was : but by circumftances it may be 
gathered tobeeincontinency. Thefethree 
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10 
Ps they obiected againft him.. As the 
jone wifhed that himfelte might be burnt, 
ithe fecond that he might die of a loathfome 
aicedtiatl the third that he might lofe the fight 
of his eyes. This conttant ind confenting 
‘crimination fo affected Narciffus, though 
priuy to his own vprightnefie, that he with- 
|drew himfelfe from his abode, and liuing 
priuately commended his righteous chute 
to God: which had fuch effe@, that not ve- 
ry long after , the firftof his accufers wastu- 
deed confumed with fire, the houfe being} 
burnt in which he obi hithi the fecond di- 


| 
fe of the fame difeafe which he wifhed vP-| 
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on himfelfe : and the third being much af-| 
frighted with the punifhmentof his { tellows,| 
had remorfe of his finne , and came and o-| 
penly acknowledged the con{piracy often 
three again{t innocent Nareiffus : but with- 
all hehad fuch feeli ing of his owne iniquity,| 
{that powring out continuall teares, hee loft 
ike light of his eyes withthe rheume that 
defcended. A moft memorable narration 
to their comfort, who, being wronged by 
men intheirfame or good naine, eetistha cata 
their caufe to God. Like to which is that of| 
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 Theodoret, who reporteth, that Exflathius ihe Fe ees. 
Patriarke of Antioch had many.combats with |: it a : 
the Arians for defence of Chrifts truth : and|”’ 
when he ftill preuailed againit them , they 
outof their malice fuborned a harlotto ac- 

cufe him of fornication,and openly to main- 
taine, that a childe was his which fhe held in 

he armes : by which meanes hee was con- 
ftrained.to flie to the fame fuccour that Nel 


{ 


fi formerly -had done; which had fuch 
force with Almighty Gad , that within a 
while after the harlot was ftricken with a} 
grieuous ft ficknefle, which wrought in her fo 
powerfull y» that {hee freely confefled the 
combination of the Arrians againit the holy 
man: and how fhee was fuborned to accufe 
him wrongfully,whereof fhe.was now fory. 
But whereas fhe had faid that Enftathius was 
the father of her childe; that indeed was true 
of another Eu/lathins , but not of the Bifhop 
of Antioch. Wherein wemay beholde, that 
ion fo long agone Equiuocation was in 
vie but ic was with leaud perfons , as here- 


tikes and harlots : but withall Gods gin 
appeareth, that he will not euermore fuffer| 
innocencieto be opprefled, and truth to be| 

nee | 
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wronged; butat the latt veritie {hall breake 
iforth,as the Sunne which was darkned with 
a cloud. And this mercifullfauor of Godto 
his feruants was not onely in the ages pait, 
put our dayes haue experiments of the ver 
like occurrents; asina famous cafe lately a a-| 
icted ar Edenborough may enfibly be difcoue- 
pes whereof, becaufe I was an eye- witnefle 
Bey ny late being there by the commande- 
niet of his Mateftie, 1 haue thought it my 
idutie,im honor to God and loueto his truth, 


to declare what I faw and heard; that this 
following Treaufe penned by an Rents able} 
perfonage of North-Britaine might not goe 
forth ynaccompanied. with the Declaration 
of one of Soxth-Britaine, for fomuchas hee 
Beeld 

There are few in this Bdied of any vnder- 
son » but haue heard.ot the traiterous 
and bloodie attempt of the Earle Gowrieand 
mr brother againft the perfon and lifeof our 
moft bleffed Souereigne. Wherein albeit 
there were {uch evidences and arguments; 
bs that any maa who would haue taken no- 
tice. thereof, might haue been futliciently in- 
= medtherein euen at the very firft ; andiat- 


deere 


terward 
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terward by the cleere depofitions (tor mott — 


pregnant circumitances) and ample attelta- 
tions of many perfons of honour and quali- 
jue, the Parliament of that Kingdome tooke 
full knowledge thereof , and accordingly 
proceeded to the forfaiting of the whole e- 
{tate of that Earle, and ot his heires for ever: 
yet fome humorous men, whomin that re- 
{pet L may iuftly terme ynthanktull ynto 
God, and vadutifull to their King , out-of 
fond imaginations, or rather, if you will, 


ditious {uppofitions oftheir owne, did both 
at home and abroad,by whifperings and fe- 
cret buzzings into the eares of the people 
(who were better perfwaded of them than} 
indeed there was caufe) imploy their wits 
and: tongues to obfcure the trueth oh 
matter, and to caft animputation- where it 
was leaft deferued. Which when out 
permitted for the {pace of fonie yeeres to 
ranckle and fefter in the bowels of thofe 
whowerethe Authoursofit ; hefame God 

in his wifdome atlaft meaning to cure them 

if they would be cured of that maladie,. ac 
couered,, thatinthe fametreafon, although 

carted. never? fo’ fecretly, there were — 
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confederates , of whom hitherto the world 
had taken no kinde of knowledge. Andal- 
beit two of the perfons intere{ted in that bu- 
finefle were lately dead, and departed vnto 
fer oreater torment than all the earth:could 
lay vpon them (voleflethey died repentant) 


{ 


| . 
| yet it was, apprehended that a third partie 
rematned; who had fore-knowledge ofthat 
confpiracie , and was able to veterniuch of 
thefecrets ofits one:George Sprot, a: Notarie 
inhabiting at Aye-mouth,a place well knowen 
| in that countrey. Which matter, or fome 
part thereof, being made knowentoan‘ ho- 
nourable perfon, a moftfaithfull feruantto 
his Maieftie , firft by fome words that fell 
from Sprot himfelfe, and afterwards by fome 
Papers found vpon him, it wasfo wifely ca- 
ried, and fo prudently broughtabout, by 
th great care and diligence of that:noble 
man (God Almightie blefling the bufinefle) 
: {o much was reueiled ias followeth in 


{ The Earle 
of Dunbar, | 


this Treatife: ; wponithe Aas tovbe feene; 
which areherefet downe at large, word for 
word as they agree with the procefle origi- 
nall, and other examinations; that fuch as 
hauebeene auerfe m ay atlaitreceiue fatisfa= 


étion.} 
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dion. Touching all which, [ {hall fay no- ii 


thing, but only report that which befell vp-| Ep 
onthe day of his death , when hee fuffered | 

for that treafon. Hauing then the fentence 
pailed on him vpon Friday the twelfth of 
Augult 1608 inthe fore-noone , and pub-! 


likely being warned to prepare himfelte to 


his end, which mutt be that after-dinner, he | 
moft willingly fubmutted himfelfe vato that 
punifhment, which (as he then acknowled- | 
ged) he hadiuttly deferued. And being left 
to himfelfe til dinner-time was expired ,then | 
ye to him into that private place where 
hee remained , fome of the * reverend Bi- ipeieks 
hops, diuers LL. of the Sefiton, two of theliinycuts 
‘Englith Minifters there imploied by his Mar|z: Reger. 
ieftie , with diuers other Minifters:of the B alten 
towne of Edenborough. Before whom he'firft}.?. cat | 
acknowledged and anouched his former|™:#s*. | 
confeflion to be true, and that he would die} “.""" 
in the fame; and then falling on his knees in| 
a corner of thatroome , where-he and they 
then were, ina praver to Godvttered aloud 
he fo paflionately deplored his former wic- 


| 
kednefles, but efpecially that finne of his tor i ) 


Hh 


which he was to die; that'a man may iuftly 
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fay , hee didin a fort detect and cait downe 
ices sad : “4 
thimfelfe to the gates of hell, asif he {hould, 


f 


4 


there haue beene {wallowed vp in the gulfe| 


‘of defperation ; yet prefently laying holdel 
yvpon the mercies of Godin Chrilt, he ratfed 
himfelie , and ftrangely lifted vp his foule| 
vato the Throne of Grace, applying toy and| 
comfort to his cwne heart fo effectually, as 
can not well bedefcribed, Inthe admitting 
of this confolation into his inward man, he} 
\bur{t out into teares , fo plentifully flowing 
from him , that tor a time they {topped his 
voice, The fight & hearing wherot wroght 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| fo forcible an impreflion in thofe perfons of 


} 


honour and learned men who belield him, 
that there was {cant any one of them, who 
could refraine teares in the place, as diuers 
of themfelues that day did witnefle vnto 
me.. The effect of his prayer was the agera-| 
uating of his crime in concealing the trea- 
fon again{t the Kitigs Maieftie ; into which, 
hee faid , God did moSt iuftly Juffer him to fall, by 
reafon of his former WickednefJe which he had fo de- 
Jperately multiplied in defpight of God and his holy 
VVord. And thereupon going on with ma- 
ny fenfible {peeches and moft feeling com- 
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arifons , hee infifted on the fearetull and 
Lorain danger wherein hee was, if the 


Lord in iudgement fhould looke vpon him. 
Notwithftanding, at laft he proceeded : Jet 
moft mercifull father , whereat he madea ftay ‘ 
Jand repeating the word father with a mar- 
uellous loud and fhrill voice, he added, why 
fhould I call thee father , that hane fo many wayes 
and fo horribly tranfgreffed thy commandements , in 
all the courfe of my life , but efbecially m concealing 
this vile , fearefull and diuellifh treafon againf? my 
moft eraciows Soueraigne ¢ Lord, Lord, there is no- 
thing belongeth to me but wrath and confufton : and 
fo went onina itrange ynaffected current of 
~_ , huely exprefling the forrow of his 
heart. Yet there he {tayd not, but fpake for- 
ard to this purpofe : Notwithftanding, Lord 
thou haft left me this comfort in thy VVord ,that thou 
be fayd , (ome nto meallye that are weary and 
| 


laden,and Iwill refrefh you. Lord Iam weary,Lord 
Lam heauily laden with my funnes , which are omue 
merable : Lam ready to fincke Lordeuen to hell, with- 
out thouin thy mercy put to thy band and deliner me. 
Lord thou haf promifed by thine owne word , out of 
thine one mouth , that thou wilt refrefh the weary 
fowe. And withthat he thruit out oneof his 
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lhands , and reaching ; as high. 1as hee > could, | 
with a louder voice saith a fliained, cried , I 
challenge thee Lord, by that word, and by tha at proz| 
| nife Dy bath thou haft made , th it thon performe and 
lmakei ‘it good to mee , that call for eafe ee mercie at 
ty hands. Lord hearemee, Lord pardon mee, Lol 
comfort me by thy holy fpirit : affure my con aS of | 
the forginene e of my finn es, & fay to my foule, that} 
thou art reconciled. And fo after many vicaliiin 
| petitions vtteredto the like effe&, heat >»pli- 
‘ed to himfelte the mercies of God in Chit 
lefus , in Whom he affured him(felfe of Gods| 
fauour, with earneftrequett, t th at he might, 
continue in that aflurance to the end, wher- 
jof he nothing doubted. 


| Afterward being brought to the feat ytd 


Jr 


Where hewasto div he ptrcred many things, 
among which I obferued thefe : A acknow- 
ledged to the people , that he was come thither to Jef 
fer moft deferuedly ; That hee had beene an offer der | 
again/t: Almightie Gud imcver ry many respeéts ; But 4 
that none of his finnes was /o grienous unto him, as | 
that for which he mu/t die: YW habs in; notwithftanding 
he Was not an A€tor, but a Concealer only. That he} | 
was ingyred init by the Laird of Ratta alti Le and his 


| feruant the Laird of Bour, both which, hee fayd 
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weremen that profeffed not religion. Wh ereup- 
on he exhorted men to take heed how they ace 
companied With [uch as are not religious ; becau/e, 
faydhe, with fuch as make not profe/sion of religr= 
lon, there is no faith , no trueth , no bolding of their 
hy ord , as bumfelfe had tried and found. But tou- 
|ching the treafon for the concealing where- 
of he was condemned, he added, That he was 

| prejerned aline to open that fecret myterie which fo 
long had layen lidde ; That God had kept him fince 
that attempt of the Earle Gowrie fromvery manie 
dangers, but notedly from one, when being in appa- 
rent hazzard of drowning , he was firangely deline- 
red: which, {aid he, was Gods worke, that I might 
vemaine aliue conto this happie and bleffed day , that 
the trueth might be made knowen. And now Icon- 
feffe my fault to the fhame of my felfe , and to the 
[hame of the Dinell , but to the glorie of God. And I 
doe it not either for feare of death , or for any hope of 
life, (for I haue deferued to die, and am eunworthie} 
to live) but becaufe it 0 the trueth , which I fhall\ 
Jeale with my blood. My fault , faythhee , is fo 
veat that if Ihad a thoufand lines , and could die 
i thoufand deaths, yet Imight not make fattsfacti- 
jon , that I fhould conceale fuch a treafon against fo 
gracious a Kinz. Thefe and the like words, 
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when. hee had fpoken vp ypon one ne fide of the 
i{caftold, hee turned him to the fecond fide, 
and afterward to the third, (that all the peo- 
le might heare) where he {pake to the fame 
purpo {eas formerly hehad dene. An dhere| 
itmay notbe forgotten, that in the vttering 
of thefe things his tongue ferued him verie 
well,. with words readie and fignificant, his 
memorie was pertect , his countenance rea- 
fonably erect and full of alacritie , without} 
all feare of death, his yoice was loud and au- 
dible on euery part : which was the more} 


thoure of his arraignment , his fpeech was! 
low and weake.- sige now fo ftrong,as if ents 
of purpofe had giuen him power to deliuer 
his words in finch amaner , that all the peo- 
ple might heare and vnderftand. 

arhions this aboue-mentioned declarati- 
on had beene made, Sprot returned to that 


[part of the {caftold where he farft began to 


tion, as alfo that very fore-noone, at the 
y 


tered a prayer to the fame purpofe as is fet 
down in this enfuing Treatife. And hauing 
ended the fame, one of the Mintfters praied 
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ae 


ftrange, becaufe at the times ofhis examina-| 


againe, 
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{peake, and there falling on his knees, hevt-}. 
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againe and the prifoner loyned witl h him, 

That. God would forgine hus finnes , and receiue his 
foule to mercie. After which, Sprot cae 
lvp made diuersrequeits: Firft, that wh rat | ws 
had deliuered by this Confeffion 
(cattold, might be putinto his Procefle, tl a 
the world mighttakenotice of it. Secondly 
that fuch as were prefent (as they might! 
haue opportunity) would be futers ynto the| 
King , that his Mateftie would forgiue him 


i 


der | 


this offence , for the which, he fayd, he cra- 
ued pardon of God, of his Souereiene, and the world. 
Andi thirdly, hee defir eitthote of the Mini- 
‘fterte which were prefent, that wherefoeuer 
they came they would proclame in the Pul-| 
pit his confefiion of his crime, his forow for 
the fame, and hisfull hopethatGod would] 
‘pardon him, And tothe end that this might! 
be performed, heetooke the hands of tach 
Minifters as ftood neereabout him, fo bin-} 
ding a promife onthem. And ae being, 
fol by the faid Minifters and-other perfons| 
of qualitie, that betag fo neere his departure) 
ou of the world, it concerned him to fpeake 
nothing butthe trueth , and that ypon the 
peal of his foule’: he anfwered; that tothe 
| end 
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vane nothing caine the veritie , and psi 
his Confeflion was true in euerie refped, | 
es would (at the lait galpe) giue them 
tome apparent token for the confirmation 
ot the fame. Then fitting himfelfe to the) 
|} 
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ladder, the Executioner commeth to hi 1,| 
land, as she maner is, asking torgimeneffe 
: Ire 3 
of him ; » VF it all my heart , faith bh Lec , for you 


i 


doe but ‘your office ; and it i ts tie chi IE dele. bez 


| 
pave ‘fuffering in my bodie , Ifhallin my Joule be 10) | 


/ 


| ned ‘ynto my Sauiour. Afcending 7 yp to the lad. 
ider, he defired the people to fing a Plalme 
with him, which they did with many a wees| 
ping eye. Hee named the fixt Pfalme, and 
beginning i itor taking it vp himfelfe,in eue- 
ie verfe or line ehienend fi hee went before the 
people, finging both lowd and tunably vn- 
to thevery sal Then-once againe confir. 
we and auowing his einer conteflion, 
i couered his owne face, and commend- 


ing his foule to God, hee was turned of the 
ladder; where hangine by thenecke fome: 
little shal , hee Janae feuerall times gaue a 
lowd clap with his hands, tharall the fan- 
__|ders lers by nught heare: which was the figne 
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or token (asit re which hea little be- 
forehad fayd that hee would giue at his Jatt) 
galpe for the ratification Misch auowing of 
thofe things, which by his confeflion h ee) 
hadfo many times declared and deliuered.| 
Thefe things were done in the open fig ght, 
of the Sunne, in the Kings Capitall tow ite 
at the Market-crofle in Edenborough , in th ie 
prefence of divers thoufauds of all forts : of 
the Nobilitie, of the Clergie, of the Gentrie, 
|of the Burgefles , of women and children, 
my felfe with the reft of the Englith Mini- 
iters potion by and looking on, and gI- 
uing Gop the ‘glorie, that after fo lonke a 
{pace as eight yeeres and eight dayes (for fo 
it was by iuft computation bat the attempt 
of Gowrie) he was pleafed to giue fonoblea 
teftimonie ynto thar, wellidae by fome ma- 
ligners had beene fecretly called in queition| 
hg caveat oround or reafon. I haue sia 
‘ported. at length thofe particulars which I 
heard and faw, which that honourable per . 
onage who wrote this Treatife foliowil 1g 
aah fomewhat more briefly deliver, ha 
| 
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et both of vs'very truly,.as thoufands can 
itnefle. 
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i | ~~ | Our of both thefe llarrations there ma 
1 jdiuers obferuations be gathered. As firft, 
how hainous a thing itis iathe fight of God 
himfelfe, for fubtects ot what natureor qua- 
itie {oeuer,to enter into confpiracte ee 
| 


| 

= || 
i 

Hi} 

| 
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_ 
| 
| | 
q | ithe lite and perfon of the Lords Anointed: 
| | for Almughtie God hath threatned to difco- 
j | uer thefe traiterous enterprifes ; and if no 
: other way,yet by fome {trange and miracu- 
lous fafhion. Hee who {pake ag unit cruell 
rel yo, (UDaginations of the heart, ' Cwr/e not the King, 
20.  |no notin thy thought : for the fowle of the fol 


all carie the voice and that which hath wings [hall 
declare the matter ; what will he do, when a@s 


of hoftilitiein rebellious maner {hall be en- 
tred into > And doth his Diuine Maieftie dit 
| clofeit, and will he notalfo punthit ? The 
example of that Earle Gowrie among thou- 
| fands of others may bea fufficient inftrudti- 
| onuithis béhalte, who-for his Soueraignes 
iloue and gracious fauour teftified in many 
| refpecdts , and intended many more ayes 
| vnto him, returning nothing but ga 
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tulnefle and traiterous refolutions , digged 
a pit for another, but by Gods iudgement 
fellinto it himfelte: and didnot only lofein 
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one day his fidelitie, eltimation and life, a 
ouerthrew his:houfe and all the honour of 
his familie, thorow fucceeding generations : 
Therefore farre be it at all.times from any 
noble heartto walke in his Wayes, or ypon 
|any occafion to entertaine fuch difcontent- 
mentas may grow to vodutifulneffe::for 
when the wrath of God thall ouertake ne | 
ofiending.tn this.kiade., and.theiuttice of a 
King thall once proceed againit hens | 
horror mutt there-needs be in their bowels 
and confcience ? what trembling & eee | 
tingan their. very foule ? Ii this poore man 


ti 


Sprotis foro Vat odious.combina- 
tion, feuad fuch touches in himtelfe, and 
fuch remorfe in bis heart, what quakiug 
and dreadfulnefle may we thinke will fallon 
him whois guiltie-of the higheft act of trea- 
\fon.and rebellion? 

Secondly , wee heere may feetheLords} 2 
protection ouer Chriftian Kings and Prin- 
ces; whom as hee placeth next himfelfe in 
maieftie and authoritie,and calleth them by | 
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his owne name, I haue faid," Ye are Gods ; fo he| 
bleffethiand vpholdeth them as his Depu- 

ties and; Vice-gerents ,.:men reprefenting 
Es himfelfe| 


ass SR 


‘|himfelfe » efpecially it fincerely they ferue 
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and feare andloue him. He isa God of or-} 


der , and loueth fubordination in all King- 
domes and Countreys, where if hee grace, 
‘countenance and protect inferiour Magi- 
iitrates, what will hee doe to the heads and 
chiefe gouernours of his people, who are 
next to his owne greatnefle? Hee hath fet} 
them aboue other in honour and glorie ,! 
which caufeth them to be more obferued 
laccording to their {tate : but withall ; the] 
prayers of their fubie@ts are powred out for : 
their weltare, day. & night, and at all ames sf 
their owne requetts) 
to God, do find acceptance with the High-| 
e{tto their noted profperitie and eminent 
felicitie. Tt preferueth from many perils, to| 
haueatall houres and feafons the prayers] 
|e fupplications of faithfull memand wo- 
men houering ouer their heads, which may 
Is perpetuall Remembrancers for then to 


1 


t 


lwhich concurring with 


their heavenly-Father , if by humane fragt 
litte and ymauoidable i perfections they} 
{hould forgetthemfelues. v 
Thirdly, we may note more particuialy 
the fauing health of. God vpon our graci-. 
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ous Souereigne; to whom as the Lord hath a, 
giuen many bleflings and much happinefie 
beyond all his Progenitours, fo hee hath) | 
mainteined and. protected his perfon in a| ee 
maruellous and itrange maner , not onely a 


jfrom his cradle vnto this day , but (as it is} 
very Well knowen) trom before his com- 
ming into the world. And how did the 
|Lord iree his feruant euen from the brincke 
of the pit, andfromthe cates of the graue at 
the time of Gowries attempt ? as alfo fince} 
that day, when thofewicked fonnes of Be: 
lal, the ftaine of the Land and Countrey 
wherin they were borne , intended that 
Powder-treafon 2? Whichas onthe onefide 
jit expecteth at the hands of his Maieftie a 
|greater thankfulnefle to God the King of 
kings, fo onthe other fide it calleth for of vs 
who fit peaceably vider his fhadow, everla-| 
fting sth of gratefulneffle to fo merciful] 
a Lord, and heartie obedience to our Soue-: 
reigne , whom God hath raifed vp; defen-| 
ded, protected, maintained , vpheld with 
his extraordimarie fauour to no common| 
end; buttothe enlarging of his Church, to 
the further ruine of Autichrift ; to the vni- 
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ting of Kingdomes, tothe comfortot alithe| 
igodly difperfed thorow Europe. Aud ras 
lis hee,.not who can finde deuices, and cait! 
imaginarie perils to hinder fuch a work | 
sta who in his poore place can witha-faith- 
full heart giue furtherance to the fame: 

Fourthly, as many bleflings from heauen 
haue been powred on the head. of his Maie- 
tte, fo itis not the leatt , that tanquam é poftli. 
miuo, after fomany yeeres, and thatasfrom 
ithe.bones of adead man, when luing men 
= not beleeue it, God hath giuen far- 


aN 


ther lightto the opening of the conf{piracie| 
of that vngodly Earle Gowrie, which :fome 
few perfons, affected more to a rebell that is 
dead, than to their liuing So uereigne , did 
endeuour to difguife and maskei at their 
owne. pleafure: The ltrange:coxtceits of 
whom I can neuer fufliciently woonder at's 
that men profefling confcienceand zealeto 
the trveth, fhould vpon no kid of ground | 
orfhew of probabilitie ; {after fuch vareue- 
aly agi toenter mtotheir hearts: efpe| 


cially againit his facred perfon, whofe life 


hath beenefo immaculate.and vat pottedin 
the world,, fo free from all touch of vicioufz| 


nefle 
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nefle and ftaining imputation, that.euen 
malice it felfe (whicl a leaueth nothing vn- 
fearched) could neuer finde true blemi{hin 
it, nor caftany probable afperfion on it. A- 
gainit his facred perfou;whom as they nut 
acknowledgeto be zealous.as Danid, learned 


é 
{ 


and wifeas the Salomon of our age, religious’ | 

as Iofias, carefull of {preading Chrifts faith ee 
as easiness Great ; fo 1f they will fpeake | ral 
trueth, they mutt contatheandicnatt ofes : 
vadefiledin all his wayesas Jehofaphat or Hle- 

zechias, fullof clemencie as another Theodo- : 
Gua ion from filling the blood of any of| 

his Nobilitre , but-rather {paring thofe who 

haue lift vp their hand againtt him.» Net- 
withftanding, - when prepotterous affection 
had fo blinded:thefe men , that they would | 
rrotfee this trath, the Lord hath giuen light 


re) 


yet: ance. more to the rectifying of their 


| 
tudgements. A fingular example of Gods | | 
vnlinuted: andivnbounded wifdome, who| ee 
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wilkdoe things:'as he liketho That when‘as| 
S:Tohn fayth ,° Qusfordefeit fordefcat' adiaic, i iat 
that: lift_to be peeui(h and refraftarie and 
felfe-conceited , did thinke hee mighthaue 


| perlifted and died in that aisha and | 
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lrefra@tarie conceit, and fuppofed that neuer 
any thing in this world thould haue beene 
able toretormehim, may fee before his face 
lioilluftrious a teltimony of his mifconcei- 
lted fancie, and almoit vnfatisfable ynduti- 
|fulneffe , that valefle his face be hardened 
jand his heart obdurated ag ainit both hea- 
uenand earth, he muft ceafe to be peruerfe. 
(Godis theGodof truth: and he who is the 
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| protectour ofinnocencyin tne poorelt, will 
icertainly be the mainteiner and defender of 
integritie and finceritie in his nobleft and 
deareft feruant. Ivis ft that he fhould haue 
this owne will ,-ta put off and prolong his 
mercies tillthe time which feemeth cood to 
hinifelfe, that men may wait vpon him, and 
patiently expect, and {till tarie the Lords 
leifure: yea that his power may be knowen, 
who can bring light out of darknefle ; and 
goed outofeuill , and truth out of treafon; 


| a | who can giue hope beyond hopes. But 


when hee ts once refolued that things aGed 
in fecret fhall be preached vypon the houfe 
top thatiniquitie fhalbe opened, that fig- 
plicitie fhall be cleered , and innocenciedit- 
| burdened of {candalous imputations , “if 


men 


Pregame; MESEarENSpins—- 


mee \ 


i 


a are 
m0 Ree READER. 


= would not {peake , or or children (ana 
out the trueth in the ftreets, * yet the verie|* ta. 19. 
one fhall crie, as our Sauiour once anfwe-| *” 
redto the maligaing Pharifees. Bleffed be 

the Gop of iuttice, who cleereth: vp the 

oe of his holy ones, when malice would 
obf{cure it. | 

| Laltly , heere may bea warning tomen| 5 
of mine owne proiefiion’, I meane the Mi- 
ite sof theGofpell, thatin cafes: of high- 
eft nature between aKing and hisrebell they 
conceiue not things to the woortt, and (be- 
caufe they will be oppolite to him whom 
moft of all they fhould honor):by buzzings| 

and whifperings:, ‘and: fecret fuggettions, 
withousall ground of wuetl, labourto!fow| 
fedition in the eares of women and chil-| 
'dren, or inthe mindes of meweitlier! weake 

lorill difpofed..Forias the lip sof the Prieft|y “i.x7. 
\fhould alwayes preferue knowledge, fo 
fhould they preferue trueth. And weareto 
go before our flocks and Congregations in 
lobedience and obfequioufnefle ynto the 
Chiiftian Magiftrate, not in fowing fediti- 
on, or making of mutinies, to ee diftur- 


Ps of the State. Wh o { fhoul d fticke clo-| 


ee | Dine i in tbe Lord, 
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ferto May/es welding fo hugea'charge, chat 
Aaron and his tribe? And who.fhould rather 
labour todoe his Prince all right, than the 
Minilter of the Gofpell, who next after tea~ 

ching men their dutieto Gon y is made to 
teach» obedience! and: refpectiuenefle ynto 
Kings? And who more deferuethto be ¢ha- 
{tiufed.chan he,if he wilt ally tranfgrefle? 

JThefe things'Ithought nos amiffe to ob- 

ferueto.thee,Chriftian Reader; before thou 
come'to the perufing of this plaine and-true 
narration , touching the SRN rate ‘ar 
raigament.and death of the perfon Here de- 
peibuei Gop Almightie blefle the Kings 
'Maieftie:; grant vhto bhi mmany dayes full 

of pietie adil felicitie; and after this mor- 

talllife expired, Giikd him an.everlaft- 

ang Crowmot glorie, thr ougly . 
lefus ChriftourTiodd.. 1! 
Amen: 
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EXAMINATIONS, 


ARRAIGNMENT, AND 
Conuittion of George Spr ot, Notary 


_ i Aye-mouth : To ogether with his 


‘conflant and‘extraordinarie beha- 
 uldérachis deathin Edenborouyh, © 
August 12. 16¢'8) 


Written andfet forth by Sir Willers B Hart 
“Knight, L. lultiée of Scotland. 


| Whereby appeareth the treafonable denice spe 


Ioun late Earle of Gowrie and Rahers t Logane 
of ReStalrig (commonly called’ Lefterig) plotted 

| by them fox the cruel: murthering of our 
| | smo? gracious Sonercigne, | 


sas Though posi ( sine Reader) 

| for fatisfaction of the true hear- 

ted and well affeGted fubieGs to 

| their gracious Souereigne, and 
Cee | (god cloling of the. mouthes ‘of his 
j EN ee | Maiefties nialicious enemies, to 
be “ih i sk fpenda little time in difcourfe of 
‘a ftrange and almoft miraculous accident, that fell 
ee of late, anent the reves Hing of the practifes of of 


G ow? sowrtes| 
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| Gowries trealonable Confpiracie , intended againft 

|his’ Highnefle royall perfon. Which»purpofe was! 
hiddenand concealed, vutill che time it pleafed God} 
|comaueione George Sprot (who was priute thereto) 
Ki manifeft and confeffe the fame, as by this that fol-| 
|loweth may appeare. | 


a 


| This Sproz after diners examinations being mo-| 
jued with remorfe of con{cience, forthe long con- 
icealing of the foreknowledge of this treafonable 
conf{piracie, confeffeth , declareth and deponeth, 
with the perill of his owne life, 


That he knew perfectly, that Robert Logane, late 
of Rettalrig’, was prinie and vpon-the foreknowledge 
of Gowries treafonable con|piracie. And for the grea- 
ter alfurance of his knowledge,deponeth, That he knew 
that there were diuers Letters. interchanged betwixt 
them , anept the treafonable purpofe aforefayd , in the 
beginning ofthe Moneth of Tuly 1600. Which Letters 
|lames Bour, called Laird Bour, /éruitor toReltalrig, 
(who was imployed mediatour betwixt them, and priuy 
to all that errand) hadin keeping, and (hewed the fame 
to Sprot in the place of Falt-Caltle. The firft of Gow- 
ties Letters contetning in effect, as followeth: 


SF Laird of Reftalrig , you vnderftand what 


conditions fbould haue beene betwixt vs , of be- 

fore. Indeed Ipurpofed to hane come by your. houfe, but 
vader fianding of your abfence in Lothiane J came not. 

Alwayes I wifh you either your felfe to come Weft , or 

els ta fend [ome [uremeffenger , who may conferre with 

|mee anent the purpofe you. know. But rather would I 


wif 
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wilh your felfetocome, not only for that errand, but for 


¢ 


ome other thing that lhane to aduife with you. | 


To the which Letter Reftalrig wrate ananfwer , and | 
ifent the fame to the Earle of Gowrie, by the faid ames, 


Bour, of the tenure following : : 


A AY Lord, my moft humble dutic and fernice hear- 
LV tily remembred, At the receit of your Lord- 
hips Letter Iam fo comforted , that I can neither vtter 
my toy , nor finde my felfe {ufficiently able'to requite 
| your Lordfbip with due thanks. And perfwade your 
Lord|hip in that matter , 1 foallbe as forward for your 
Lordfbips honour , as tfit were mine owne caufe. And 
Ithinke there is noliuine Chriftian that would not be. 
content to revenge that Machiauellian maffacring of 
our deare friends , yea howbeit it /hould be, to-venture 
and hazzard life, lands and all other thing els, My 
heart can binde me totakepartin that matter , as your 
Lorafhip hall finde better proofe thereof. But one thing 
would be done: namely , That your Lordfhip fhould be 
circum|pect and earneft with your brother , that hee be 
not raf in any [peeches touching the purpofe of Padua. 
My Lord, you may eafily under ftand, that [uch apurpofe 
as your Lordfhipintendeth , cannot be done rafbly, but 
with deliberation, And I thinke for my felfe , thatit 
were most meet to hane the men your Lord(bip fpake of, | 
readie in a boat or barke , and addreffe them as if they 
were taking pastime onthe fea, in fuch faire Summer 
time. And if your Lordfhip could thinke good either 
your (elfe to come to my houfecf Falt-Caltle by fea, or 
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haue the place very quiet, 


ito fend your brother, Ifbould 
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see Phe ENAMINALIONS s Traigninent | | 
a and well pronided after your Lorafbips aduertifement, 
where we fhould haue no {cant of the best Venifon canbe 
hadin England. Anduo others (hould haue acceffe to 
ig the place, during your Lordlhips being heene, but 
all things.very quict. . And if your Lovalhip doubt of 
/afe landing 1 fhall pronide all fuch neceffartes as way 
ferue for your Lord{bips arriuall, withina flight fhot of | 
ithe houfe. And perfwade your Lordfhip you {hall be as 
[ure and quiet heere, while we hauefetled our plot, as 
if you mere.in your owne chamber.: for Ltruftand am 
affuced we fhall heare word within few dayes from them 
| jour Lovfixp-knoweth of s for. I hae care to fee what 
| fhips comes.home by. Your Lordhip knoweth 1 haue 
kept the L. Bothwell quietly in this houfe in bis grea- 
tefi extrenuitie, fay both King and Counfellwhat they li- 
ked..I.hope (if alt things come to.paffe ,.as 1trust they 
Jhall) to hane. both your Loradfbip and his Lordfhip at one 
Good dinner afore I die. Hxeciocose, to animate your 
\Lordfbip .: 1 doubt not my Lord but all things [ball be 
well. Andl am refolued,wher of your Lordfpip [hall not 
doubt , of any thing. on my part, yea to perill life, land, 
honor and goods 5,yeathebazgard of hell foaknot affrey 
» from that, yea although thes caffold were alreadie fet 
‘up, The foaner the matter were done , were the bet: 
ters for the Kings bucke-hunting willbe fhortly sand I 
hope st fhall prepare fome daintee cheere for.vs todine 
againfitheucxt yeere, Lremember well my Lord, and 
I will neuer forget ; folong as Lline, that mexrie port 
which your Lordfhips brother tolde me of aNebleman 
at Padua: for I thinke.thata parafceue to this purpofe. 
My Lord; thinke nothin ethat Ieoumit the Secrecy here. 
of, and credit tothis bearer’: for I darenot only venture 
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my my lif iffe, lands, and all other th ines I haue els, on bis cre-\ | 
dit, but Idurf hazzard my foule in hw keeping Y it : 
were pessinies in earthly men : for Lam fo perfmaded of | 
his truth and yeaetities And I trow (as your Lordfhip 
may aske himifit be true) he would goeto hell zates for, 
mee: and bee is not beguiled of my f part to him, And 
therefore] doubt wot but this will perfwadeyour Lord- 
[bipto.gine him trufl in this matter, as tomy felfe. But 
I pray your Lordfhip direct him home with al ‘etn 
hafte, and gine him firait command , that he take not a\ 
winche fleepe , while hee fee me againe, afier hee come) 
from your Lordfhip. Ana as your Lorafbip defireth inl 
your letter to me, either riue or burne, or els fend backe 
againe with the bearer : for fous the Fafbion 1 grant, 


| 
| 


Which: letter written euery word with Reftalrigs| 


A 


ownehand , was {ubfcribed by him after his accuftomed| 
MANET , Reftalris. And was fent tothe Earle Gow- | 
jfiew by the fayd lames Bour. WAfter whofe returne| 
within fine dayes with a new letter frown Gowtie, hee 
| fiaged all night with Reftalrig iv *Gunnef greene : |: A howle 
and Reftalrig rode co Lothiane the morne thereafier; re Be vcds 
where he flayed fine or fix dayes: Then after his retur- 
\ning., pajt to Fatt. Cattle, where he remained a pM eA 


i[bort paces 


And farther deponeth, that he faw and heard Re- 
iftalrig reade the laftlester , which Bout brought backe 
to him from Gowrie, and sheir conference there-anent. 
And heard Bout. fay.; Sir, if ye thinke to make any com- 

imoditie by this dealing , lay pour hand to-your heart. | 
| And Reftalrig anfwer cd, thathe would do as he “ol 


a ihe Examinations, Arraignment 
ie lief . And farther faydto Bour , Howbeit he fhould fel 

| all bis owne land that he hadinthe world he would paffe 
thorow with the Earle of Gowrie , for that matter 
would giuehim greater contentment , nor if he had the 
whole Kingdome : and rather or hee fhould falfifie bas 
promife, and recall his vow that hee had vowed tothe 
Earle of Gowries hee fbould pend al that he hadin the 
Bow and banard bis life with his Lordfhip. To whom! 


{ 
Bour 4%/wered : You may doe as you pleafe Sir, but it ws 
not my counfell , that you fbould be fo fudden in that o- 
ther matter. But for the condition of Dirlton, Iwould 
lke very well of it. TowhomReftalrig anfwered, Con. 
tent your (elfe, Lamat my wits end. 


| And farther Sprot deponeth , that he entred him- 
felfe there-after in conference with Bour, and deman-\ 
ded what was done betwixt the Laird and the Earle of 
Gowrie. 4”d Bour anfwered , that hee beleeued that 
ithe Laird fhould get Dirlton without either golde or 


| 
| 
| : Jiluer , but feared that it foould be as deare unto him. 


And Sprot inquiring how that could be ; Bour fayd 
they had another piein hand nor the felling of any land : 
but prayed Sprot, for Geds fake, that hee would let be, 
and not trouble him/elfe with the Lairds bufineffe; for 
he feared, within few dayes , the Laird wouldeither be 
landle(fe or lifeleffe. 


this his depolition was true, ashe would anfwer vpon 
the faluation and condemnation of his foule ; and if hee 
will goto death with it, feeing he knoweth the time and 
houre of his death to approch very neere; deponeth for 


anfwer, 


| And the fayd George. Sprot being demanded i 
| 
| 
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\anfwwer , that heehath not adefire to line , and that hee as 
‘knowes the time to be foort , hauine care of no earthly’ 
shing, but only for cleering of his confeiencein the truth 
ofall thefe things , to his owne fhame before the worla, 
and to the honour of God, and fafetie of his owne Joule ; 
that all the former points and ci ireur fiances conteined 
in this his depofition , with the depofition made b ry hima 
the oft day of uly laf, and the whole remanent depofi- 
tions mace by him fen that day are true , whichhee will 
take on his confcience, and as hee hopeth to be faued of 
God, and that he spowld feale the fame with his bea 


And farther being demanded where this aboue: 
written letter , written by Reltalrig to the Earle of | 
Gowtie, which was returned againe by lames Bour, 
ts NOW s deponeth that hee abfiracted it quietly from 
Bour, 77 looking ouer andreadivg Bours letters, which 
hehad in keeping of Reftalrigs ; and that he left the a- 
boue written letter in bis cheft among his writings 
when hee was takenand brought away , and that it i 
clofed and folded within a ptece of paper. 
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This forefaid depofition was made by him the| 
jtenth of Auguft 1 608, written by James Primerofe,| 
| Clerke of his Maiefties Prinie Counfell , and fubleri-| 
bed with the fayd George Sprots owne hand , Inthe 
iprefence of | 
EE TheEarle of Dunbar. 
at 


The Earle of Lothiane, 
The Bifhop of Roffe. 
The L. Schune. 

The L. Aalyrudehoufe. 


—nd 


z Raina 
‘aignment 


Lhe Examinations, Ari 

The L. Blantyre. 

Sit Willa Hart, his Maiefties Iuftice, 

M. Zohn Hall, 

M. Patricke Galoway, 

M. Peter Hewart: Minifters ofthe Kirkes 
of Edenborouch, 


Cee 


Subfcribed with all their hands. | | 


And alfo the eleuenth day of the forefaid rosie 
and yeere, the faid George Sprot being re-examined, 
in the prefence ofa number of the Counfell and Mi- 
nifters aforefaid , and it being declared‘to him , that 
thetime of his death now-verie neere approchéd,and 
that therefore they defired him to cleere his con{ci# 
ence with an vpright declaration of che trueths and 
that he would not abufe the holyname of God’; to 
makehim , asit were , a witnefle to vntrueths +: and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{pecially , being defired that he would nottake vpon 
| by making and forging lies & vatruths againftthem : 


Deponeth, that he acknowiedgeth his eriewous offen- 
ces ta God (who hath made him a reafonable creature) 
in abufing his holy name with many untrueths , fen the 
beginning of this Proceffe : but now being refolued to 
die, and attending the houre and time, whenut foall 


him the innocent blood of any perfon'dead or quick, 
pleafe God to call him , be deponeth withman Ly atteflatt- 
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ons,and ashe wifbethtobe participant ofthe Kinedome 
ofheauen, where he may be countable andanfwerable 
jvpon the faluation, and condemnation of his foule, for 
all his doings and ppeechesin this earth , that allthat hee 
| OREO IE: rs ee 
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| 
\hath d leponed fem nthe | ffib day of Tuly | laft taal his feue-| ta 
jvall depofitions were true in exery point and circum at 
Rainer ofthe fame; and that there isno vatrueth in any 


point thereof. 


| 
And hauing defired M. Patricke Galow jay to make ¢ 
a prayer, whereby he might be comforted now 1 


histrouble : Which was done: 


§ 


| 
: | 
The faid Deponer with many teares after the prayer | 
affirmed this his depofition tobe true:.andfor the con- 
firmation thereof, declared, that ba would fealethe ve | 
with his blood. 
And thenext day thereafter, being the twelfth of | 
the forefaid moneth of Auguft, the faid George was 
brought forth and prefented in iudgemennvpon pati- | 
nell within che Towlebewth of Edenborough, before} 
Sir Wiliam Hurt of Preston; his Maieftis luttice; and | a 
there in a fenced Court holden by him thacday 5 affi- Se) 
{ted by the honourable perfons followings his Affet | eS 
fors in that errand, . They areto fay, 
| de uate Earle of Duinfer mling : 
L. Chanceller. 
George Earle of Dunbar, Tiealiuent 
John Archbithop of Gla/cow. | 
| Dauid Bithop of Rafe... : 
Gawin Bifhop of Calloway, | 
. Andrew Bithop of Brechine. | 
Daaid Earle ot Crawford... | 
Marke Earle of Lothiane,. 
_, John L, Abirnethy of S altouns L + 
ee er ee —_ == aad 


= Ss Po 
Lhe Examinat 10S , a y ‘aignment 


James L. of f Balmerinoth, Secretatie. 
Walter L. Blantyre. 
John L. Halyrudehoufe. 

| Michael L. Burley. 

4g Sir Richard Cokburne of Clarkintoun, 
| Knight. 

M. John Preston of Fenton Barnes, 
Colleétor Generall. 

| Sir ‘ohn Skeyne of Currbil, Knight, 

| oer me : 


ibe of Binning, Knigh t; Adhwoate to: our Soue- 
| ire igne Lord for his Highnefle Entries, ofthe crimes 

eonteine in his Inditement, produced by the faid 
| Aduacate ; whereof the tenure followeth. 
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| \Eorge Sprot Notarie in Aye-mouth, Youare 
\. indited and accufed, forfomuch as \ohn fometime 
Earle of Gowrie hauing moft cruelly, detifiably, and 
| sreafonably confpired, in the moneth of Iuly the yeere of 
|God 1660 yeeres, to mur ther our deave'und moft grati- 
ous Souereigne she Kings moft excelent Maiéftie: And 
hauinei g inp ted that din ellith purpofe to Robert Lo- 
gane of Reftalrig , who allowed of the fame , and most 
willingly and readily undertooke to be partaker there- 
of : The fame comming to your knowledge at the times 
and in the maner particularly after [pecified , you most 
Vin seg sik malitionfly, avd tréafonably toncealed the, 
ne ,and was arte and part thereof in mane? following. 
‘ the fir ft, in the faid moneth of Iuly px bandred yeres, 
after you had perceiued and knowen, that diners letter | 
fe ana a meffages hi had dpa b ads Xt the thie fia Wad fomerime Earle 
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of Gowrie ,. and the faid Robert Logane of Reftalrig | 
| you being in the houfe of Patt-C altle, you [aw and reac 
a letter written by the [aid Robert Logane of Reftal-| 
rig with his owne hand tothe [atd lohn fometime Earle 
1 of Gowrie, ofthe tenure following. 
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B 


m AT Lord, my moft humble dutice and fernice haav-| 
INV f tily remembred, At the recett of your Lord- 
hips Letter Lam fo comforted , that Ican metther utter 
my toy , nor finae my felfe {ufficiently able to requite 
your Lordfhip with due thanks. And perfivade your 

Lordfbip in that matter , 1 foallbe as forward for your 

Lordfhips honour , as ifit were mine owne caufe. And: 
(/ thinke there is wo lining Chriftian thot would not be| 
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omese 


t 


content to reuenge that Machianellian maffacring 4 
our deare friends , yeahowbeit ‘t fhouldbe, to venture 
and hazzard life, lands and all other thing els. My 
heart. can binde me to takepart in that matter , as your 
Lordjbip fhall finde better proofe thereof. But one thing 
would be done: namely, That yeur Lordfhip fhould be 
circum/pect and earneft with your brother , that hee be 


i708 rafh 1m any [peeches touching the purpofe of Padua. 


Anda certaine pace after the execution of the afore-| 
[aid treafon., the futd Robert Logane of Rettalrig ha. 
uing defired the Laird of Pour to deliner to h.m the | 


forefaid letter, or els to burne it; And Bout hauing ¢i- 
men to you all tickets and letters ; which hethen had ei: 
Meher concerning Rettalrig or others, to fee the fame, be- 
lcaufe he could not reade himfelfe , you abjtracted the a- | 
boue written letter, and reteined the [ame in your owne 
haniis, and diners times read it, conteining farther in 


ed ED mn a —semee 
a 


G 2 


ER EERE Sree rahe | fee sateen crests are eecnee PORE 


fubftance E ! 


Be. ay aeoey ? 
7 C EXAMINGONS, AVValgnment 


q 


5 


a) ahaa: 
| 
i 
' 


\ 
— 


" A: SPA ga as NY yy ONL Re Se 
fubfiance nor w formerly fet downe , according to the| 
| words fohowing. 
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My Lord,you may eafily under ftand, that (uch a pur- 
44 J iy 7 J ? 4 dl 
a s f 
pofe as your Lordfhip tatendeth , cannot be done rafbly, 
eliberation, And Ithinke for my [e'fe, that it 


lbut with d 
|were most meet to haue the men-your Lordlhip [pake of, 


SeEDESES era. 


| readte ina boat or barke y and addreffe them as if they, 
\were taking pastime onthe fea, in {uch faire Summer 
time. And if your Lordfbip could thivke good either 
your (elfe to cometo my boule of Falt-Cattle by fea; or 
to fendyour brother, Ifbould haue the place very quiet, 
and well prauided after your Lorafhipsaduertifement, 
where we fhould hane no feant of the bet Venifon can be 
hadix England. Andno others (heuld hane acceffe to 
ibaunt the place, during your, Loralhips being heere, but 
}all things. very.quiet. And if your Lord{hip-doubtof, 
[afe landing J foal prouide'all fuch neceffartes as may. 
Jerue for your Lorafhips arrinall, within aflight [hot of 
|thehoufe, And perfwade your Lorafhip you fhall be a5 | 
/urgnud.guict heere, while me haue fetled our plot, sl 
if youmere in your oyne chamber: forttruft andam 
aljured wefhall hane word within few dayes from thems 
\ your Lorfhip knoweth of ; for-1 haue caresto fee fees 
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7 [hips comes home by. Your Lordjbip knoweth I haue 

kept the L. Bothwell. quietly in this houfe in his erea- 

| Left extremitie, fay bath King and Counfell hat they ti- 
' \ked, I hope (if all things come to paffe as Ltrust they 
| | Jhall) to hane both your Lord{hip and his Lordflup at one 
/ 
1 

| 


\cood dinner afore I die. Hxciocose, to animate your| 
\Lordfhip : I doubt not my Lord butall things hall be) 
|well. And Lam refalued,wher of your Lordfbip fhallnot 
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doubt; \ 
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| doubs , of anything onmy part, yea to perill life, land, ' 


‘honor and goods 3 yea the hazzard of hell faclnot aff ray 
me from that, yea although the fcafold were alreadie fet| 

up, The foonerthe matter were Gove , it were the bet 
ter; for the Kings bucke-hunting willbe fhortly : and1 
hope it foall prepare fome daintie cheere for vs todine 
againft the next yeere.. Lremember well my Lord, and 
IT will newer forget, [olone as Iliue, thatmerrie port 
which your Lordfbips brother tolde me of a Noble man 
r Padua : for 1thinke that a paralceue to this purpofe. 
fs Lord, thinke nothing that I commut the fecrecy here- 


, 
{ 


of, and credit to thus bearer : for I dare not only venture 


j 

my life, lands, and all other things Ihaue els, on his cre-\ : 

dit, but ldurft hazzard my foulein his keeping , tf it 
were pofible in earthly men : for lam fo perfwaded of | Noe 

his truth and fidel.tie. And I trow (as your Lorafhip : 

may aske himifit be true) hewould goeto hell gates for | 
mee: and hee is not beguiled of my part to him. And 

therefore I doubt not but this will perfwade your Lord- 

| foip to gine him trufl in this matter, as to myfelfe. But | 

|Z pray your Lovdfbip direct him home withall posible! | 

| 

| 


i and vine him firait command , that he. take nota 
{ 


wincke fleepe , while. hee feeme againe , after hee come 
from your Lordfinp. And as your Lovafhip defireth in 
your letter tome, either rine or burne, or els fend backe, 
againe with the bearer: for fo is the fafbion-I grant. : 


Which letter written enery word with the [aid Ro- 
bert Logane is owne hand, was [ubfcribed by.him af- 
ter bis accuftemed maner, with this word, Reftalrig. 


as 


And albeit by the contents of the forefaid letter-you 
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pew perfectly the trueth of the faid moft treafonable 


k 
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ivacie, anathe fad Rober Logane of Reftalrig! 
‘his foreknowledze , allowance and euiltineffe thereof ;| 
like as you was af/uved of the fame by his receining of dt 
ners letters fent by Gowrie to him, and by his Sending} 
\of letters to Gowrie for the fame purpofe , and by fun | 
\dvie conferences betwixt the faid Robert Logane of | 
‘Reftalrig , andl the fad lames Bour , tx your prefence| 
land hearing concermng the fatdtreafons aswell inthe: 
| fatd moxeth of lalte tnmediatlie precedin the attempt- 
‘ing of the faid treafon , as at divers other times fhortly 
thereafter , as likewife by the reueiling thereof to you 


| 
| 
| py r - - } 
\by the fatd lames Bour, who was upon the knowledge, 
{ 


ne 


SS 


land denice of the fatd treafon , and was imployed as or- 
dinarie meffenger by the faid Robert Logane of Re- 
ee race i bi 
alrig , tothe aid fometime Earle of Gowrie , in the 
\trafficke of the fatd damnable treafon, whereby your 
\knowledge, concealing and guiltimeffe of the fatd trea- 
| fon was vadeniable : yet, for farther manifestation 
thereof , about Inlie 1602 yeeres, the {aid Robert Lo- 
gane of Reftalrig fhewed to you that Bour had toide 
bins , that hee had beene fomewhat rafh to let you fee a’ 
lester which came from the Earle of Gow tie tothe (ad 
Robert Logane of Reftaliig , who then urged you to 
ite what you underftood by that letter. To whom you 
anfwered, that you tooke the meaning of it tobe, that he 
had beene upon the counfell and purpofe of Gowries 
confpiracie. Andhceanfwered you, what ener hee had 
done, the worft was his owne: but if you would fmeare 
tohim , that you fhould neuer reneile any thing of that 
matter to any perfon , hee (bould be the heft fight that 


exer youfaw + and in token of farther recompence hee 


ee 


then 
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| 
shen cane you typelue pound of file Neuertheleffe | 
jalbest sal knew perfectly the whole practifes and pro- 
\ereffe of the faid treafon , from the beginning thereof as | 
y faid is, aswellby the fight of the faid let ters , as al Jory 
your conferences with the fad lames Bour, called Laire fl 
Bour, 27d Robert Logane of eel ftalrig, yet durin: gall 
the dayes of their lif 2 times, who lined till the yeere of | 
God 1606 yeeres i ther ei ; and fo by the [pace of fix 
yeeres after that you knew the gu ltineffe of the treafon- 
able con/piracte aforefaid , you 1 mof treafonably concea 
led the faine: and fo you was and w arte and parte of the 
| [aid moft hatnous , deteftable and treafonable conffira- 
cie, aud of the knovited ge and concealing thereof: and 
therefore you ought and fhouldincurre , a ae lie and 
fuffer the fentence and pane of hich treafon. To the to- 
ken, that ye hane not only by your depot stions [ubfcribed 
with your ‘hand and folemnly made in prefence of manie 
ofthe LL. of his Matesties Counfell, and of the Mini- 
ifters of the Borough of Edenborough, of the dates, she 
rth, fifteenth and fixteene dayes ae vase laf? by-paft, 
and tenth and eleuenth dayes of Ang. uff inflant, confe/- 
fedeuerie head , point and article of the In nipeit a 
boue written, but alfo by diners other your depofitions 
[fubfertbed likewife with your hand , you haue ratified 
[the fame, and fworne conftantly to abide thereat, and to 
feale the fame with your blood, which you can net d mie, 
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| 


Which Indirement being read openly in indges 
ment tothe fa'd George Sprot, before he was put to 
fee setnas ofan Inquen ee confefled in the pre- 
ence of the fuid L. Iuftice and whole Affeffors a- | 
boue named, thefameand ¢ ‘uery p poin it thereof to be'! 
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jfeue and of veritie. And therefore the Iuftice ordei- 

ined the fame Inditementto be pur to theknowledge! 
ofacondigne Inqueft of the honett, famous and ¢if- 

creet perfons vnder-written. Theyareto fay: 

William Trumbillof Ardre. 

William Fifber Merchant , Burgefle of Edenbo- 

rough. | 

Robert Stuart there. 

Edward lobnfton Merchant, Burgeffe there. 

Harbert Maxwell of Cauens. 

James Tennent of Linhoufe. 

Wiliam Trumbill, Burgefle of Edenborough. | 

George Browne in Gorgy mill. : 

John Hushefon Merchant , Burgefle of Edenbo- 

rough. 

John Leyis Merchant, Burgeflethere. 

James Somerucl Merchanc, Burgefle there. 

William Simintoun, Burgefle there. 

John Cunnifon in Dirlton, 

Thomas Smith Merchant, Burgefle of Edenbo- 

rough, 

And John Cowtis, Burgeffe there: : 
Which perfons of Inqueft bemg chofen, fworneand 
admitted , after the acculation of the fayd George 
Sprot, beforethem of the faid treafonable , hainous 
and deteftable crimes conteined in the Inditement a- 
forefaid , and reading of the faid Inditement of new} 
jagaine in his and their prefence 3 the faid George 
| Sprot of new confefled in the audience of the faid In- 
queft the forefaid Inditement and euerie point there- 
ofto be true and of veritie. Whereupon the faid Sir 
Thomas Hamilton of Binning Knight, his Maiefties 
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Acuocate, 
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Aduocate, as before, askedaGtand inftrument. And 
in refpedt thereof protefted in cafe the faid Inquett 
Iclenfedhim of the faid crimes, for wilful! and mani- 
fet ertour. And therefore the whole fornamed per- 
fons of Inqueft remoued all cogether forthof Court 
to the Inquett houfe,, where they being inclofed, by 
|Pluralitie of votes elected and made choice of the 
laid Harbert Maxwell of Canens tobe Chanceller or! 
Foreman. And having with great deliberation| 
grauelie confidered the effed and whole circumftan- 
ices of the faid Inditement , and conftant iudiciall 
\confeflion made by the partie pannelled , as well be- 
fore the faid L. Inftice and his Affeffors ) as thereaf- 
terin prefence of the Inqueft themfelues, they all vo- 
‘ted vpon the whole effe@ of the faid Inditement. 
And being ripelie and well aduifed therewith , re-| 


entred againe in Court , where they allin onevoice | 


by the mouth of the faid Chanceller or Foreman, 
found, pronounced, and declared the faid George 
Sprot (according to his ewne confeffion iudicially 
made in their prefence and audience) to be suiltie, 
culpable , filed and conui& of arte and parteof the 
faid moft hainous, deteftable and treafonable con- 
{piracie conteined in his Inditement aboue-written, 
and of the knowledge and concealing thereof. For 
the which caufe thefaid Iuttice, by the mouth of the 
Dempfterof Court, by his fentence anddoome de-| 
cerned and ordeined, The {aid George Sprotto beta- 
ken to the Market Croffe of Edenborough , andthere 
to be hanged vpona gibbet till he be dead and there- 
after his head to be Stricken from his bodie , and his 
bodieto be quartered and demeaned asa T raftourl| 
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land his head to be affixed and fet vp vpona pricke of 

Hiron vpon the highett parte of the Towlebewth of 
Edewborough, where the Traitour Gowrie, and others ! 
of the Confpiratours heads ftand 3 and his whole 
| 


lands, heritages , tacks, ftedings, roomes, pofleffi-' 
ons, goods and geere tobe forfeited and efchet to 
|our Souereigne Lord his vfe , for his treafonable and! 
}deteftable crimes aboue {pecified. Which waspro-! 
nounced for doome. 


Extractum de libro Attorum _Adiornalss 
S.D. XN. Regis per me D. lohanuemCob-| 
burne de Ormeftoun militem , Clericum' 
Iuftitiarie eiufdem cencvalem, Sub mes 


Signo c [ubfcriptione manualibus, 
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The doome being pronounced , the faid George 
was conuoyed to a priuie houfe, where he remained 
at his fecret meditation,and afterwards in conference! 
with the Minifters and others , vnto the time all} 
things was prouided neceflfarie for his execution: 
and being brought to the place where he was to die, | 
he in publike audience of the whole people , at the} 
three fides of the fcaffold , ratified the former depofi- 
Itions made by him concerning the treafonable pra-| 
tifes intended and denifed betwixt Gowrie and Re.| 

| 
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fialrig , forthe murthering of our moft gracious So- 
/Hereigne, and bereaning his Highneffe of hislife,and 
his owne knowledge and concealing of their guilti- 
nefle. For the which he humbly craued-God and his 
| Maiciticforgiueneffe , being moft forie and grieved! 


that he had offended God and the Kings Maieftiein| 


em 


concealing ) 
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concealing fuch a vile, deteftable and vnnaturail trea- 
‘ton, enterprifed by them againft his gracious Soue 
Ireigne, who hath beene euer fo good and gracious to 
hisfubiects, protefting that ifhe hada thoufand lines 
to render,and were able to fuffer ten choufand deaths, 
it were not a fuiticient fatisfaction and recompente 
for his offence. And that God had preferued him 
from many great perils, when his life was in extreme 
danger , to bring him to this publike declaration of 
that deteftable and horrible fad in prefence ofall the 
people, verered by himin thefe words following : To! 
oy owne fhame, and to the fhame of the diuell, but tothe 
glorie of God. And for fatisfaction ofthe confciences 
of all thofe (if any be) that haue or can make any} 
doubt of the trueth of this focleere a matter , he ac- 
knowledged that his haunting’ with Reftalrie., who 
wasaman without religion, and fubieét to manie o- 
ther vices, asalfo his continuall being in companie 
withthe Tai of Bour, who likewife was irreligious 
and without feare of God , andhis being ingyred Py 
them into their matters after his firft fight of Reftal- 
rigs letter written by himto Gowrie, brought him| 
from one finne to another, and confequently vpon 
this grieuous crime, for the which moftiuftly, wat 
thily and willingly he is now to render his life. a 


| 
| 
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| 
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thereupon he defired all the revs: there prefent to 
beware of euill companic, and namely of the focietie 
ofthofe who ate void of religion. And farcher defi-| 
red, thatthis his declaration might be inferted in his ( 
Proceflesand that the Minifters of Gods word would | i 
publifhthe fame from their Pulpits to the people: a if 


for which purpole alfo he tooke diuers ofthem there 
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prefent by the hand, with their promife to doe the 
fame, faying tothem, That this was the moft glori- 
ous day that euer his eyes did fee. Inthe middeftal- 
moft of thefefpeeches, he did proftrate himfelfe and 
tell vpon his kneesin prefence of the whole people, 
making a verie pithie prayer, in the forme following. 


, 
ff 


if” \ Father, how [ould I call thee Father , that an fo 
| { 4 vnworthy tobe called thy fonne ? Ihaue wandred 
aftray like a loft fheepe, and thou of thy mertie hast 
brought me home vnto thee, and haft preferued wy life 
from many dangers untill this da iy , that Imicht reneile 
thefehidden and fecret my/tertes, tomine ownefhame, 
\and thy glovie, Thou haf} promifed , that whenfoener a 
franer frow his heart will repent and callto thee , that 
thou wilt heare him, and grant him mercte. 
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| 
| 
| And thus he continued'a good {pace ina moft fer- 
went prayer, tothe great admiration of all the ftan- 
| dé by. Afterward ganging vp theladder with his 
hands loofe & vntied, being on the vpper part there- 
of, hedlefired libertie to fing the fixt Pfalme, and re- 
quetted the people wo accompanie him inthe fing- 
ing thereof. Which being granted, he tooke vp the 
Pfalme himfelfe with a very loud and {trong voice, 
far by his accuftomed forme, being before his com- 
ming to the fcaftolda weake {pirited man, of feeble 
voiceand vtterances; and was affifted with the num- 
ber ofathoufand perfons atthe leaft, who accompa- 
nied him in finging that Plalme. After theendin 
whereof he openly repeated and ratified his faid for- 
| mer confeflion : and with that, recommending his 
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eyes , and was caft oner the ladder, fo ending this 
mortall fife. 


I had almoft forgottenthat , which in this a@ion! 
ofhis death was ftrange, and ina maner matuellous. 
For being vrged by the Miniftersand other of good 
ranke vpon the fcaffold,that now athis.end he fhould 
declare nothing but the trueth (touching the matter 
for which he fuffered) on the perill of his owne fal- 
uation, or condemnation of his foule; hee for the 
greater aflurance of that his conftant and true depo- 
fition , promifed (by the affiftance of God) to gine 
them an openand euident token beforethe yeelding 
of his {pirit. Which hee accomplithed thereafter. 
For before his laft breath, when he bad-hunga pretie 
{pace , hee lift vp his hands a good heigrh, and clap-} 
ped them together aloud, three feuerall times, to the| 
preat woonder.and admiration of all the beholders. 
And verie foone thereafter he yeelded his {pirit.. 
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By this Narration afore-going , each man may 
learne, thatthe contriuing and plotting of treafon a- 
gain{t Kings and Princes 5 #8 a ching odious in the 
fight of God, and therefore ordinarily is difclofed by 
him, at firft oratlaft, by onemeanes or another : and 
that it isnot good to conceale any fuch confpiracie 
jintended by enemie or friend , becaufe the life and 
fatetie of a Chriftian King , who is the common Fa- 
ther ofthe Countrey, ought to be dearer to all good 
men, than the loue or acquaintance of any wharfoe-] 
ee : who howbeit hee make fhew of manie faire 
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'fouleto God , hee faftened a clothabout his owne 
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thingsinhim, yet inthis alone, Thatheepurpoferh 
cull againft the Lords Anointed ; fufficiently decla- 
reth himfelfe to be of a rebellious and vngodly dif- 
pofition. And how wofull the fruit is either of fuch 
traicourous refolutions , or of the concealing of 
them, may be feene (asin a glafle) bothin 
the fudden end cf the Earle Gowrie, 
and in the execution of this 
George Sprot with more 
deliberation. 
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